
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Sunday 21st May 
7th Sunday of Easter 

 

PEWS NEWS 
All Saints - Axminster – Axmouth – Chardstock – Combpyne - Holy Cross – Membury - Uplyme 

Divisions on matters of faith between Christians sadly restrict our ability to witness to the 
world. We’re tempted to see our ongoing divisions and conflicts as a normal part of our 
Christian history and not as a complete contradiction of the message of God’s love for us 
all. Jesus’ prayer in this Sunday’s gospel reading, ‘that they may be one’, has not been 
fulfilled. 
 
Whenever we divide people into categories and label them, deep problems arise and there 
are many examples nationally and internationally. Yet divisions can start in families and in 
local communities. When I was growing up in Cornwall, it was whether you were from 
‘Uplong’ or ‘Downlong’. It escalates into Catholic v Protestant, black v white, Israeli v 
Palestinian - the list is endless. But Jesus’ prayer came from one who exemplified living for 
others. Desmond Tutu echoed this when he wrote: ‘We are all family made for each other’. 
Jesus recognised the dangers of rejection, exclusion and prejudice, all actions which 
dehumanise. He not only prayed for unity, he modelled it. 

Unity must begin with us, but it certainly isn’t easy. We need to learn how to disagree in 
love, and how to love those with whom we disagree. This anonymous poem, I believe, 
captures our difficulty: 

‘To dwell above with saints we love, 
That will be grace and glory. 

To live below with saints we know; 
Well, that’s another story! 

It’s so easy to assume we know the way the world works, but Jesus’ unity prayer 
challenges us to think again and to keep on thinking. It’s said that our assumptions about 
life are our windows onto the world; if so, these windows need to be scrubbed regularly to 
keep the light coming through. Jesus associated with everyone and he was roundly 
criticised for it. But he demonstrated the importance of approaching others with an open 
mind, of treating everyone as family, made for each other. Former Archbishop Rowan 
Williams puts it well: ‘I value unity because I believe we learn truth from each other’. 
 

Roger Grose 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Sunday 21st May 
   9.30am  Holy Communion  Holy Cross 
   10am  Holy Communion   Axmouth 
   10am  Morning Worship  Combpyne 
   10am   Together @ 10  All Saints 
   10am   Together @ 10  Uplyme 
   10.30am Holy Communion  The Minster 
   11am  Holy Communion  Membury 
   6pm  Holy Communion  Uplyme 

6pm  Evensong   Chardstock 
 

Tuesday 23rd May 
   10am   Holy Communion   The Minster 
 
 

Morning prayer  8:30am every Monday and Friday  
Everyone is welcome and invited to join us.  Just log in to: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89050308730?pwd=VHFiZkpuUGthc0JDZ0xjeUJvdk1qQT09 
or Meeting ID:  890 5030 8730               Passcode  314688 

We look forward to seeing many of you for this short enjoyable time of worship. 
 

 
Please pray for: Jeanne Allen 

and all those known personally to us in need of our prayers 
 

Please pray for the Family and Friends of the Departed: 
 Kay Churchman, Marion Hellier, Christine Gough, Freddie Strawbridge, Cynthia Gale 

and all whose anniversaries fall at this time. 
 

 

Next Sunday 28th May - Pentecost 
 

   9.30am Holy Communion  Holy Cross 
   10am  Holy Communion  Chardstock 
   10am  Morning Worship  Uplyme 
   10.30am Holy Communion  The Minster 
   11am  Holy Communion  All Saints 
   11am  Holy Communion  Membury 
   4pm   Songs of Praise  Axmouth 
  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89050308730?pwd=VHFiZkpuUGthc0JDZ0xjeUJvdk1qQT09


  

 

 

 

 

 
 

An invitation to all from Revd Tracey…. 

 
You are warmly invited to join me at  

All Saints Church  
on Sunday 2nd July at 3pm 

as I give thanks for my ministry among you.  
 

It is also a time for me to say thank you  
to you for your support before I join the  

Honiton Mission Community.  
 

There will be ‘cake and bubbles’ to celebrate. 
 
 
 
 
 

I would love to see as many of you as possible.  
 

We require helpers for the 

teas and coffees please and 

we will gratefully receive any 

contributions to the cake 

stall, raffle prizes, unwanted 

gifts and any other things we 

could sell….thank you!  

 

Please come along 

and support us on the day.  

 

 
Minster Coffee Morning 

 
 

Thursday 25th May  
Church Rooms 

 

Contact Madeline 01297 34812 if you can help 

 

 

 Join Revd Tracey as she gives a talk on 
 

‘A Pilgrimage of the Heart’ 
Israel, Jesus and coming home. 

 
Tuesday 20th June at 7pm 

All Saints’ Church 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

AVMC TEAM OFFICE: axevalleymc@hotmail.co.uk  01297 441986  axevmc.com
  

 

 

For a full list of our regular events please visit our website 
https://www.axevmc.com/regular-events.html 

 

 
 
 

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
In The Minster 

 
Thursday 25th May @ 12.30pm 
Our performance this week is: 

 
Andrew Carter (Piano) & 

Lynn Marcel (Oboe) 
Mood Music 

 
All are welcome. 

Concerts are free but donations welcome 

 

 

The funeral of the late Christine Gough will take place on Monday 22nd May, 10.45am at East Devon Crematorium 

  
St Andrew’s, Chardstock have 
10 hard wood chapel chairs 
remaining looking for a new 
home or homes. 
All are in very good condition. 
 
Further information may be 
obtained direct from  
Fr Geoffrey 01297 598361 
geoffreywalsh@talktalk.net 
 

 

 

Did you leave a green plastic plate and  
blue check tea-towel at the 

Sandford Farm Rogation last week? 

 
If you did, Revd Tracey, has it! 
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